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Rrv. 14. 13. 


And I beard a woice from Heaven, ſaying un- 
to me , Write, Bleſſed are the dead which 
die in the Lord,from henceforth : Tea, ſaith 
the Spirit, that they may reſt from their La- 
bours, ant their Works do follow them. 
x 


ASD Ad Man continued as he was made, 
& Innocent without Sin , he might 
Y have been what his Maker would 
have had him to be, Immortal 
without death ; for God created 
him to be Immortal, and to be an 
Image of his own Eternity ; he 
made not Death, neither hath he pleafure in the 
deſtruction of the living 3 but death came into the 
world through the envy of the Devil, and the dif- 
obedience of man : had it not been for this, we 
ſhould have been like ſo many Enoch's, and have 
paſſed from Earth to Heaven, not by death , but 
by a Tranflation ; But becauſe we ſin'd, God (en- 
tenced us all to Die, and to return to the Duſt, out 
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of which we were firſt taken. It was Sin that made 


the firſt gap whereby death entred intothe world); 
_ death entred by ſin 


and fo death hath paſſed upon 
all men, for that all have ſinned. The Noble, the 
Honourable, and the Rich, they ſin like other men, 
and therefore they die like other men; neither 
Riches, nor Honours, neither Profit , nor Pleaſure, 
neither Favour, nor Friends can exempt them from 
it, Heavens decree is paſt, that all that ſin muſt die, 


and there 1sno appeal; hence death is called in 


Scripture, the way of all fleſh, and the way of all the 
earth + all muſt gothis way, thoughnot at the ſame 
time, nor after the ſame manner 3 ſome go ſudden- 
Iy, others by degrees , not one half of the world 
arrives to the natural age of man, #hreeſcore years 
and ten; and thoſe that do , their bodies become 
their burthens, and their years then but labour and 
ſorrow > Man that is bor of a woman (\aith Job) 
2s of few daies, and full of trouble ; he cometh forth as 
a flower and is cut down, he fleeth as a ſhaddow,, and 
continneth not ; he dieth, and waſteth away, he giveth 


_ wp the GhoFt, and where is he £ Thisisthe ſtartling 


and amazing queſtion that troubles the-greater part 
of man-kind, namely, what will become of them af- 
ter death > Some are ready to cry out with the 
Heathen, I have lived in doubt, I die in fear, and [ 
know not whither Tam going : Others that are ta- 
ken up with the profits and pleaſures,and other en-- 
jJoyments off, this world, dream: of enjoying the 
like in another; like the Mahometar's, who believe: 
that after death they (hall live again to enjoy large 
eſtates , ſtately houſes, curious gardens, beautiful 

| women, 
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women, and the like : Others thatlive like Brutes, 


think they muſt die like them too, periſh and come *' 


to nothing. But we that have learned Chriſt bet- 


ter, are aſſured that there ſhall be alife' after death, 


unto which all ſhall riſe, ſome to go on the right 
hand into joy and happineſs, others on the left into 


_ woeand miſery, 


They that die. in their ſins ſhall be accurſedy they 
that die inthe Lord ſhall be blefled : So the voice 
from Heaven bid St. Joh write, bleſſed are the dead 
which die in the Lord,from henceforth ; yea. ſaith the 
Spirit,they may reSt from their labours,and their works 


ds follow them. 


That Tohn ſhould hear a Voice from Heaven, 
may be believed without any wonder, if we do but 
remember that he was a ſpecial Pavorite of Hea- 
yen : he is dignified with the title of, The D:ſciple 
whom Teſus loved he had the honour to be (till 
next his Maſter , and to lean on his boſom, a ſign 


that he had greater favour and familiarity with him 


than the reſt; he was one of the three that were 
admitted to Mont Tabor at the glorious Transfigu- 
ration of Chriſt, where he ſaw his face ſhine as the 
Sur, and his rayment white as the light and where 
he heard a voice out of a bright cloud that over- 
ſhadowed him and the reſt, ſaying, This 7s x2y belo- 
ved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, hear ye him: he 
was the perſon to whoſe care Chriſt commended his 


| Mother the Bleſſed Virgin Mary,for by his laſt Will 


and Teſtament made upon the Croſs ( where there 
were witneſs enough by he appointed him to be 
ber Guardian, whereupon he took her into bis own 
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houſe, and' made her a principal part of his charge 
and -care: He being then ſo greatly beloved of 
Chriſt, it was no wonder that he had ſome Heaven- 
ly Secrets revealed unto him ; and ſoit was, for be- 


- Ing inthe Spirit, or a ſpiritual rapture, extaſie , or 


tranſportation , he h&ard a voice from Heaven, of 
which voice I may truly ſay what the Jews out of 
Aattery blaſphemouſly ſaid of the Voice of Herod 
when he made an Oration unto them, 1t zs the voice + 
of a God and not of a man : Or if it were the voice 
of a man,it was the voice of Chriſt the Son of God 
as well as the Son of man; it was @ voice from Hea- 


. wen, and therefore the more to be regarded, for 
. When Heaven ſpeaks, it is fit that the Earth ſhould 


hear; therenever yet came any voice from Heaven 
but it concerned the Earth to hear it : A voice 
from Heaven was heard by Moſes on. the Mount, 
and it was to confirm the Law, and eſtabliſh our 
Faith in God the Creator. A voice from Heaven 
was heard by Peter, James , and Johz at the Trans- 
figuration , and it was to confirm the Goſpel, and 
"eſtabliſh our Faith in Chriſt the Redeemer. A 
voice or ſound from Heaven was heard by all the 
Apoſtles on the day of Pentecoſt, and it was to con- 
firm our Faith in the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter. A- 
voice from Heaven was heard by Peter in his Viſi- 
on, andit was to confirm our Faith in the Holy 
Catholick Church. A woice from Heaven was 
heard by John 1n this place , and it was to confirm 
our Faith concerning the life everlaſting, and the 
bleſſedneſs of thoſe that die in the Lord 3 it was a 
ſivcer,comfortable, reviving-voice, it'made amends 
for 
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for the fad cry of that voice we hear of, Tſaz. 40. 6. 
Al fleſh is graſs , and all the goodlineſs thereof as the 
flower of the field thegraſs withereth, the flower fa- 
deth, becauſe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it, 
ſurely the people 3s graſs: | Whereas the voice heard 
by 7/2iah the Prophet ſtruck all the living dead; the 
voice heard by John the Evangeliſt makes all the 
dead in the Lord alive and bleſted : This voice con- 
firms Chriſts promiſe, and our aſſurance of bleſſed- 
neſs in the Life to come. He promiſes us, that if we 
' will hear his voice, believe in him, and repent of 
our fins, we ſhall have Lite eternal, and never come 
into condemnation, but paſs from death to life ; and 
-toaſſure us he will be as good as his promiſe, he ſent 
this voice from Heaven to tell us, that they that die 
in the Lord ſhall live again, and be Bleſſed forever. 
This Heavenly truth is ever to be remembred, and 
therefore the' voice bid John commit it to wri- 
ting 3 Write ſay's the voice, bleſſed are the dead which 
die in the Lord; a ſentence worthy to be writ by 
an Angel in letters of Gold never to be Obliterated, 
but to remain legible to. all ſucceeding Generati- 
ons, that all may read, underſtand,and receive com- 
fort. The voice from Heaven commanded Johx to 
Write: How then dare any Papiſt ſay, that the - 
Evangeliſts and Apoſtles had no command from 
God to write their Goſpels and Epiſtles , but that 
they wrote upon the intreaty of ſome Friends, or 
ſome emergent occaſions ? when St. Paul ſaith, AZ 
Scripture is given by inſpiration of God; and'St. Pe- 

. ter, That Prophecy came not by the will of man , but 
Holy men of God ſpake as they "were moved by the 
Holy 


| TJ 
Holy Ghoſt. And St. John, That the voice com-. 
| manded him to /{rite, and telling him what he 
| ſhould write, namely, Flefſed are the dead which die 
| #n the I ord, &c: Bleſied'are the dead which die in 
.*- , the Lord. ; 
Blefledneſs isa thing that every man naturally 
deſiresand ſeeks after ; but in determining what it 
- 1s, and wherein it conſiſts , there-is a great diſpute, 
ſome placing it in pleaſure, ſome in honour, ſome in 
riches, ſome in knowledge,ſome in vertue. Sf. Au- 
$:r's Obſervation out of Varro is well known, that 
there are between two and three hundred (everal 
Opinions concerning the Soveraign Good, in the 
enjoyment of which Bleſledneſs conſiſts. But among 
Chriſtians 1t 1s agreed upon as an unqueſtionable 
truth , that the ſlipream Good which alone can 
make men bleſſed, is God, and that he may been- 
Jjoyed both 4n this lifeand the -life tocome. The. 
preſent enjoyment of him here in this life 1s termed 
the bleſledneſs of the way, the bleſledneſs of expe- 
.. ation, the bleſledneſs of Grace + the Future en- 
joy ment of him hereafter inthe life to come is ter- 
med the bleſſedneſs of the country, the bleſledneſs 
q of fruition, the bleſledneſs of glory. The bleſſed- 
K .neſs of this life 150 imperfeR, that it 1s ſcarce to be 
=_  } termed Blefſedneſs , we being ſo compatled about 
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. with fin and temptation, trouble and ſorrow. No 

ki ; man is truly happy before death, for rhat is the 
Y" paſſage to a bleſſed life. Though death be called 

| ; anenemy, and a terrible thing, yea of all terrible 
F- - things the moſt terrible, yet this is but in reſpeCt of 
j _ Nature; fortomen in theſtate of Grace, it is but 
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a teſt from their Labours, and att efitrance into BleC 
ſedneſs. But if this beſo, that the'dead are the - 
only Bleſſed, Why ſay fome, do we not die that 
we may be Bleſſed ? like as Scipio hearing his Fa- 
ther tell of theſe Glories the Soul enjoys in immor- 
tality, ſay'd, why dol tarry thus long upon earth? 


why do not haſten to die ? No, death is to be wat® _ 


ted, not haſted - They that haſten their own death 
to avoid ſhame with Achitophe], or to fly the ter- 
ror of a guilty conſcience with J#das, or to prevent 
an intended villany with Pelegia, of to be thought 
valorous with:Raffs , or to gain immortality with - 
Cato Ulicenſis, and ſome others, who heating of the 
immortality of the Soul, made-away themſelves to - 
g0 the ſooner to that Immortality z they that haſten 
their difſoJution, and prevent Nature, are guilty of 
'felEmurther, die in their fins, and- are therefore Ac- + 
curſed. It is not ſayd, Bleſfed are all that die; no, 
it is far otherwiſe, for they that 'die in their (ins. - 
ſhall looſe the viſion and fruition of Almlghty God, 
the ſociety of Angels and Saints, the joyes and plea- 
ſures of Heaven.and they ſhall be caſt into Hell the 
place of darkneſs, torment,and woe, there to ſuffer 
unquenchable flames, a worm never dying, that is to - 
fay, the perpetual guilt ofa tormenting conſcience, 
binding in chains of miſery, converling with De- 
evils, weeping, and howlirz, and gnaſhing of teeth - 
toall Eternity, but bleff:d are the dead which die ir 
the T.ord. And if the di:ad are Bleſled, then it fol- 
lows that they are in being 3 Nor-entis nulla eft af - 
feJio, that which hath no being hath no property, 


but the dead have this property, that they are _—_ | 
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ſed, therefore they muſt needs be alive again,dead 


. _they may be to the world, but alive to God, for he 
- is nota God of the dead but of the living ,: for all 

- live unto him, Zake 20. 38. Hence we may like- 

. wiſe gather ſomething to verifie that ſaying of the 


Apoltle, Death is ſwallowed up inViFory, tor being 


there can be no felicity where death hath a vidto- 


ry, the dead's being bleſſed ſhews.they have got a 
conqueſt and victory over death, and therefore 


7 thanks be given to God which giveth us the victory 
 #brough our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But here a doubt a- 


.riſeth, What is meant by dying in the Lord 2 Some 
render the Original iy xvgia, for the Lord : So Be- 
$4, Domini cauſa vel propter Dominum, in the Lords 
cauſe, or for the Lord. Mede renders it as Bezs 
does, ſaying the Greek particle» denotes the cauſe 
for which they died, namely for the Lord and his 
cauſe; but ſo Martyrs only are bleſſed. That 
Martyrs are blefled is a truth ſure and certain , for 
our Saviour himſelf ſaith , He that loſeth his life for 
21y ſake, and the Goſpels, ſhall fnd it. But though 
Martyrs have a certain and a great ſhare in this 
bleſſedneſs,and though their Crowns may be deck'd 
. with richer Jewels than other mens; yet others 

may have Crewns, and a proportionable ſhare of 
Glory as well as they. | 
And therefore others do fitly render it as we do, 
Iz the Lord, underſtanding it not only of Martyrs, 
. but likewiſe of all others that die in the Faith and 
Fear of God. They may be ſaid to die in the Lord 
that die willingly, chearfally reſigning their Souls 


to God that gave them, and freely parting with the 
Ba | | world, 
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 fioR,as Sf. Auſtinis:faid to do j\breathingout' his 


laſt gaſp with a ſighfor his ſins ; and that die de- 
youtly , calling upon. the Lordfor mercy and for- 
givenefs; apnd' thatidie charitably,, forgiving all 
the .yorld; ,-;after the :example'of Chriſt , and his 
Prote-martyr Fe. Stephere 3 and that die peaceably, 


. having made peace with God, and the world, and 


their own. conſciences; they that depart this life 
with a willing reſignation of themſelves with re- 

ntance, faith, prayer, charity, and'peace, may be 
aid to die inthe Lord, and be concluded bleſſed. 
But if we deſire to die in the Lord, as all good 


Chriſtians ſhould do, we mult refolve to live in the 


Lord, for they that do not live in the Lord, are: 
not-like]y to.die ## the Lord: We muſt tot live: 
the life of the wicked; and then think to be ſaved 
with' Balaarm's wiſh, Leti me die the death of the 
Righteous, and let my laſh end be like bis: Not we 
wil die the death of'the righteous, we muſt live 
the life of the righteous.” - We muſt live then in the 
Faith and Fear-of God, in; repentance.and obedi- 
ence, piety and devotion , love and .charity,andſo- 
ſhall we dze inthe T ord, and be bleſſed ; For bleſſed 
are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth. 
And this denotes the time when'their .blefſedneſs 
begins, 'tis &n%1, from henceforth. Some refer this 
to the time ofthe former Viſion of John, as a con-! 
ſolation to thoſe that ſhould ſuffer the perſecution 
fore-told therein, for it was revealed to him in a 


Viſion, that a great. Tryal ſhould befal the Chriſti-- 


ans 1h the time of —_— the cruel Tyrant ,''and 
that their perſeeutions ſhould be ſo ſore: that they 
; ; B "a were 


[7] ; | 
_ were happieſt whoidied fooneſtxthat withitſa wilt 
ſhould be taken out of ths life frowdoing their part 
inthe &7l fo come; thatſhoulddie quickly, 6r with- 
ita; ſhort time; "thereby to-avoid ſk crnel ſtorms 
4nd- perſecutions ;” and'to (enjoy their' reward 'of 
peadeand bliſs.) 'Othersvefer '1t tothe ReſurreAF- 
on;.and:the day of Judgwrnr, the time when thoſe 
that die inthe Lord ſhall 'be raiſed toa bed life, 
the time ſpoken of, Rev. 11.18. whenheſhall give 
the reward untothis/Servants'the Prophets, and to 
the Sajnts, and'to-them thar fear his Naine, Small and 
' -Others refer-it tothe: hourof death; as if the 
ſenſe were this, that they that die i» the Lord, from 
the time of their death, from that very inſtant they 
are bleſſed 3 they no fooner looſe a temporal life, 
but they find .anerernal one : So ſoon as Laturss 
died, his Soul was:carried'by Angels mro {+4 ag 
boſom. The ſame day that the Penitent Thief ex- 
pired on the Croſs, the ſameday was he with Cri 
wm Paradice. Pious Souls when once they are 4 
ſent from the body; they are quickly preſent with the 
Lord ; when once they depart, they are bleſſed from 
henceforth : And of this we are further aſſured , as 
by the voice from Heaven, (oby the Spirit of God it 
is ſo, Tea ſaith the - cow Let Heathens and Here- 
ticks deny or doubt the Immortality -of the Sout , 
the Reſurrection of the Body, and the bleſſedneſs 
of the dead, becauſe they know no better ; and ket 
wicked and ungodly mendeny theſe things becauſe 
they live no better , for they faney them not to be 
becauſe they would not have them to be,their guil- 


ty conſciences telling them that if ſuch things be, 
| it 


| Cw] 
iewill be.ill with them: Let ſuch I ay think or (peak 
 whatthey wilt, 'ſtill'we are to conclude: thx they 
are cufſed who die 'in their fins, and that they-are 
bleſſed that die in the Lord , Toe faith the Spirit , (0 
it 13.3 forthe Spirit ſaith ſa in divers places of Scrip- 
- ture, telling us that the death of good*merithat die 
© i» the Ford is pretious in his fight; that there is hope 
iz their end, that all tears ſhall be wiped from their 
ejes , that they ſhall exter i-to joy, that there is a 
Crown of righteonſmſ? laid np for there, that they ſha 
be with Chrait, that they-ſhall reſt -frome their-L xbors, 
and that their. works ſhall foHow them; - And hereiti 
_ their Bleſſedneſs conſiſts ,- vis. in a relaxation of 
their L ebowrs, and a rettibution-of their Works 5- in 
that they have Reſt and Recompence z-in- that they 
are: diſcharged of their Work, and for their #/-4;in 
that. they are freed-from- rand paydwellforit, / 
-: They reſt froxe their Labours.- We-are'alt bornin, 
and toLabour 3; we are born-by our Mothers La- 
bour, and we live by our own. This Life is made 
up of cate and toy}, pdins and pain/'trouble and ſor- 
row.;Fhey:that are Poor labout: formiititenatice, 
, andare fainin theſivent of their -brow to eat their 
Bread all the days of their life : And they: that are 
Rich and/have plenty,ſc)dom ſiy they have enough, 
but ſtill Labour for'mote 5'therr endeavour to get, 
catets.keep, avariee'to/increal(e, fear to looſe ther 
Riches, theſe torment them and diſturb their happr- 
neſs as well ax repoſe. They that are under a Cloud 
la5our to get from it, and appear ſomething in the 
World; and/ they on' whom- Fortune ſhines, and 
Honors fparkles, they labour for greater Luſtte. They 
that are Low hbour tolook up; and they'that are 
eq] B 2 High, 


Higly labgmto over-lopk cneranbthen; [|: Safi las: 


hour fer Honour;omefor- Wealth; ſome:for Knows 


| ledg, and-fome for Hedlth. The ibeſt Chriſtians they: 


are, with Perl , In laboy's-more aburdant;exetciled. 
dayly uw mortifying the: fleſh with its affeitions and 


laſts, '1,denying.andeven crugifying themſelves; 


for thoſe, {fins that, cracified Chtiihz inſtriving. a= 
gainſt temptations\to (in ,. and 'their' Spiritual ene- 
mies zin ſuffering affliction, and bearing the Croſs. 
Thys our Life isa \{ucceſlion. of Labouts as well as 
Sins,gur-ſins, growing With.our years,' and (Unrows 
with.fing,. and eoules wich ſorrows ,:;i{0 that the 
comforts. of this life are rather, Solatia miſeroruns 
quan yaudia.beaterum, comforts of thoſe that are 
miſerable, xather than.joyes of thoſe that are happy; 
and therefore we have. xealon. to: conclude thoſe 
happy that! die 1 the {ord ,.nand Ao ref from 1thein 
L abours fr. fach axe diſcharged and fee, and.that 
both from:fin- and theeyil conſequentsthereof.:The 
Papiſts;wquld have us believe that: after death: the 
Souls of -men enter, into; Purgetojy , there: to,ſuffer 
Lore, appar Ile,till they be purged 
and-fiteg for the region, of bliſs; but: they-con- 
tradigithemſelves' concerning the place, ' the tor- 
mens$,-the tormentors,, the;extremity of the tor- 
ments,and the continuance under them : The place 
fone fay isin the bottom ;ofjthe Sea, 'tis a hot-fire 
.farely that is'not copled, with {6 much water,Others 
will have it in Monut £4, Veſavins, ot ſome ſuch 
burning Morgibels. - Another is fo ridiculous as 
to fancy itinan hill of Irelard.: the,Torments, one 
will have them-to be only by fire, another by fire 
and water, a-third neither by: fe nor water, but 
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but the word they are free: ewile : 
tradi@ Scripture, for that ſaith , The. blond. ofi Jeſus 
Chrift fleanſeth us from all ſin; i (Job 1. 7+; and 1 
this beſog what need of purging! by; the-fire c 
Purgatory? . That ſaith , whenthe Righteous. die 
they emer into peace, and they.reſt 'in their beds, 
Tſai. 57. 2. And.if this be fo that they are.at peace. 
and reft., then they are: Lyars who ſay' they,cnter 
into Porgarory-Tdtments. '' That ſaith, iBleſſed are 
the dead-which die inthe Lord.,\front henceforth, that: 
they may refF from their Labours,as it is. the Texts 
and if this beſo,that they are. Blefſed from the. time 
of their death;. and thenceforth-reſt from;their Lav 
boyrs , then ſurely they never feel the pains. of: that 
hotRegion ; for Bleſſedne(s.cannot conlift with'mi» 
ſery, nor reſt with trouble , nor reward+ with  pu-' 
mſhment. This Text is ſd clear again(t it, that.(as 
weare told ) a: Famous . Doctor of tbe.Church .of 
Rome ,, and'one of the Sorbon-Calletlge, Pricherel/ug 
by name, did 1ngeniouſly confeſs, $*# Joby had in 
theſe few words: put out the fire of Purgatory : They 
that die in the Lordref# from their Labours,they ſuf; 
ter nothing , only they do ſomething, that is, ceaſe 
not day and night, ſaying, Hely,Holy;Haly; Lord God 
Almight,\which was, und is, andas #0; roms Rent, 
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I; All chat they Have todo; is topraife: 
£ TI tn 
ruit of the1r orks.for:their U 
Phot: - 'Theio TV orks do follow thew.- yy 
Opern' noni os hee quod. hone vj6 
i GE fy. Works ihe 
mean! tewertharfollod good: Works:: By 4 
—_— | Works. "are pit for. their Fruit or Rey 
rsfor'their Sifferings, and Saints and 
dy ha veidbeir good Atians ſhall. certainly 
be parGed Yeh Kingdom of Heaven)... No-man 
ever Terved Godiinivain; Satan himſelf coafoſt that 
WM didnorfa? God for nought;,) Job 1. 4+ - Dauid 
aſfuresus ; | that i7x” he ing Gods Commandenrents 
there ir great reward, Fſ. 11.18. And. in another 
phce;that there is verily 4 reward. for the righter 
— us, #9 = that foweth, en, rigntenojeeſt ſhall 
wd: Prov. 11 18, St. Pol, thatas' 
ws we mn A here that God &, ſolikewiſe that he is 2 
_— hem that dilig ent] a po Feb. 11, 6, 
te Chil 'F come arkb; atidl my reward 
# SDS an 's vo give every war atcording as his Wi Wark 
[hall be''' Rib: 22. 12; He will render fo every wen 
according to hirdeeds, to them, w IS rent) conti- 
mnance in well-Jjor g ſet —_ Glory, and Honor, and 
Trrmortality ; Feral tife. Rom. 2: 7; He will re- 
ward our G Forks , notfor your own worth, 
&if they: merited'any thing at-his hands, butfor 
Kis meer mercy, ind bcauls he delights to be gra- 
cious. - We'cannot merit a nn 
Creatures cannot poſſibly oblige our Great Crea- 


tor, and therefore we are taught, even when we. 


have done" the 'beſi that we can, to call agg elves 
Onpro- 


r Wwe his poos ' 
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” our febves/; ibis perfections 
are never the more ,: only our. gain '1s:the'greater.. 
Beſides there is no proportion berween the Reward: 
and Work ,, bis Reward bei fakolad. rfe&,. 
our Works finite and imperfe@ 5 and the we 

I ace £o-reckon that-.neither the ſufferings nor: the 

| 4gions of this preſentlife, are worthy tobe compa» 
| 

| 


red to the' glory that ſhall be revealed inms,and to 
the recorzpente of reward that ſhall be received by 
ts. . The Holy Ghoſt in| Scriprare-aſtivbes:all to 
Free-Graceand Mercy, Remembers, 'O: wy God, 
according to my good Deeds, according #0 the great» 
weſs of 2, mercy was the Prayer of good Nebewiah. 
The Prophet Hoſes ſpeaks of ſowing'in eſs, 
and reaping in. werey 3: and the Apoſtle $3; Faxl, 
that the . gift. 'of God 3s Eternal iſe ithrowghe Jeſus 
our Lord. Eternallife ignotgotten by Works and 
Merits , but by Grace and Mercy ;:in: that--God is 
pleaſed in Chrift to accept and reward them ' Bur 
though they do not merix the reward of Eternal 
life, yet are they required by God asthe meanes 
and way to obtain it, te having promiſed for Chriſt 
fake to accept of them, and reward us for them. We 
are engaged and encouraged to perſorm them: be- 
cauſe they are theendof our Juſtification, -for we 
are juſtified by Chriſt, that we become zealous” of 
Good Works, walk in newneſs of life , and fo ob- 
tain a Crows of Righteouſneff in the world to come: 
And they are a Tone and evidence of a true: fa+ 

_ ving Faith, for if we believe Salvation is to be at- 
tained by Obedience and Good Works, wecanmet 
well imagine any thing leſs than the doing of them 
q ſhould 
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Gould ſcrve cur turn, / True Faith;can Heniore be 
withiut: -Gaod Works, than-thei;Sun 'without 
light; onthe Fire:without heat z ſhew-we'then our 
Fant by on Works, phageewatig in the io 
afuthe- origur: labour will-not be in yainbein 
agr kewill@allowiso: oi buf 5H ms 
»($0:mnek matthis Feit of Scripture. ' Nowiof! the 
Text of Natural: a: Text deadindeecd in the Letter; 
butaliveanithe Spirit; and well may he become 
= Textwha was. —_ Living mo , for his 
Wasrmly.Dotrimal; he /iving 72. the Lord, and 
lis-deathCa good Application, her: dying 772 the 


> SOL OS IANS IRR I: AG, 4 
1, As or his life it was according tothe deſigne of 
Goſpel; and:the.charaQer of -a true Chriſtian, 
for it was (Ober, righteous, ne yg: Wing fs 
.: His:Sabriety.wppeared'in. all his, deportment- in 
his perſonal and:private:capacity. :. don 0s 


- 'He was man exceeding - bumble, notwithſtan- 
0g the, great temptations he. had to 'be\ Proud, 
borh 1ypon the account of Birth and Fortune; he 
vas(itiis well known) of an Antient and Honoura- 
ble Family;z. and he-had,Providence (6 ordering it, 
2 large and-plentiful Eſtate, and to uſe the words of 
the Palmiſt, his Lot fell into a good ground, yea he 
had a goodly Heritage 3 .. notwithſtanding he was 
fo Great.in the eye of the world, that he was little 


mhis own, he was ſo humble and lowly. He was | 


hkewiſe very diſcreet and reſerved, notapt to be 
familiar with every one; and with whom he was fo, 
it, was not ſuddenly, but after he underſtood them 
and their humor, :'He:was a manof few words, bue 
they, were wile, andto the purpoſe: He obſerved 
Mirgoath with 


OE EE as id A © im 19 wo? 
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iy An that, mmany words:there wanterh 
} and tolly:, and; that he that refratneth bis 
bee inwif : He knew how te:govern his Tongue 
and his Paſſion, for he kept both from all extrava- 
gancy ;. His calmneſs and moderation of Aﬀettion 
was, very; remarkable, though he knew how to be 
angry, yet he ſeldom pradticed it , for he ſo ruled 
his Try that it wasa hard matter to diſcover any 
in bim.' , | rf 2-11 
 Chaſtity(a rare Virtue'indeed in this Debauched 
Age, where many take a pride th fin that the y 


_ maybeofthe faſhion , adventuring to:take Crimes 


upon Truſt, and to perifh by Creditythis rare ver- 


tue of Chaſtity was conſpicuousin him, 'And fo was 
Temperance , his moderation in this Paint is well 
known unto all men, how free he was fromall Ex- 
CO !!., oft II; IG 0963. 1 274. eo 
, His: Righteonſueſs appeared in: his Dealing and 
Carriage towards man, giving every ane hig due; 
He was a Loyal, Faithful , Obedient Subje& to the 
King, whom he ſerved in the Office of a Magiſtrate, 
and a Souldjer;.as.a Juſtice of Peace anda Deputy- 
Lieutenant ;- be thought nothing too much either 
todo ar give for his Soveraign, being always ready 
to ſerve him in Perſon and Goods. Andas he fer- 
ved his King, . ſo he ſerved his Country willingly, 
truly, and faithfully: I may fay.of himas a Romau 
Hiſtorian does of another, he was Vir bowus,@ Rei» 
publica xeceſ{arixy , a'gond: man and necellary inithe 
Common-wealth. Hig practice was according tq 
bis Office to do juſjzcps; The cauſe which he knew 
not.he ſearched out, and when itlay in.darkneſs,his 
firjh and; Jopartial examination often brought itte 
rag I Cc F light 
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fight,and then did truth ard juſtice meet: How ma-. 
ny were beholding to him for juſtice? how'many 
for Counſel > how:many for peice ?-for partly 'by 
counſel, and partly by authority he reconciled ma» - 
ny differences, and prevented more: his deport- 
ment in his Office was grave - and: ſomething ſevere 
to diſcountenance and awe unruly people; but his 
. carriage atother-times was ſweet-and affible. ' He 
was net like Nabal.that was ſo proud and churliſh, 
that a man could not fpeak unto him ; no he deſ- 
piſed no man, but would ſpeak to the meaneſt, and 
hear the meaneſt ſpeak'to him again. Acceſ$'to his 
perſon was eaſie., for though' his condition were 
High, yethe'was not 'apt t0'over-Jook his Neigh- 
bours. He was a good Common-wealths man,im- 
proving his Eſtate, and maintaining divers other 
mens , by keeping them at conſtant work all the 
year. ''As for his charity to the Poot, though ſome 
perhaps ſuſpeded it, becauſe he joyned with others 
11 putting the Law in execution againſt Vagabonds 
and wandring Beggars, there an in it; 
he had charity for the Poor, though not for Beg- 
gars.. There is adifference' put between theſe by . 
the Law of Moſes, by the Goſpel of Chriſt, and by 
the Laws of moſt Nations. God in the Laworder- 
£d, that there ſhould be no beggar among 'his people 
Iſrael, and yetheſayd, that the poor fhoul# never 
ceaſe ont ow I and: Thediſtindion betweehr them 
is this  Mendicas y qui _ Fipem petit, Pan- 
2r qui non poteft fe ſuſtentare, '&*c. al ar is one 
| Fs publickly Uh "a Reef andre boi: - 
taking himſelf rono calling,when he is able to fol- 
low. one',- but making a Trade and Profeſfion- of 
Co” 3 | Begging. . 


WS 2X 
« ,:; A Poor man is one that cannot maintain 
himſelf . and his Family, either becauſe through 
ſome Infirmity he cannot work, orelſe becauſe his 
charge. is greater than his Labour can maintain - As 
for the firlt ſort, . vagrant Beggars, . the Law faith, 
there fhell be none among you and the Goſpel, that 
if they will not work, neither ſhould fhey eat;; and the 
Law of the Land, that they are to be puniſhed, 
and made to work. As for the laſt, the Poor pro» 
perly ſo called, both Law and Goſpel, and all civi- 
Fized Nations require proviſion to be made; and for 
ſich as theſe the Worthy perſon I am ſpeaking of 
had charity andalms, all ſuch were; Relieved at 
his doors, and (eldom went away empty. From his 
charity I paſs to his hoſpitality , of which (having, 
renter things to acJueune you with, I'ſhall only: 
ay this, that to thoſe, who came unto him, his Ta» 
ble was free , his Proviſion plentiful; . and his wel- 
com hearty : As for his ownFamily, he was to his 
Lady a moſt loving Husband, to his Children a ten- 
der Father, and to his Servants a mild Maſter + But 
that: which was moſt commendable. in him, was bis 
Plety towards God : He had an, honour, reverence, 
and reſped& for the name, worſhip; and ſervice of 
Almighty God : He was neverheard to take Gods 
namein vain, or curſe or ſwear: , He was a true 
worſhipper of God , and that both in publick and 
private: He loved the Houſe of God; and for a te- 
ſtimony hereof, he beſtowed the adorning of his 
Chancel,; 'and an augmentation to the _Vicaridge : 
The beautifying of this part of the Houſe of God 
was a work commendablein; it. (elf,; more; for -the 
time., in that he did it before he repaized; bis own 
. ; : - 2 Houſes 
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Houſozburttoſt of al @rthe manner in charkiedl 
Ft without vain-glory;- orhope of praiſe Foliinen, 
keeping what he beſtowed upon -1t very private, 


_ and\d doing his work inſecres. for which wehope 


his Heavenly Father _—_ reward him openty in the 
fubt of Saints and Angels: And for'un- Agent 
tation re Fryc hath given, and ſerted by 


Will the Tythes of -two Townſhips /'m this Pariſh}, 


viz: Lady Holton, and All Holton, 'which after the 


© exptration of oneLite ;'by which they are at pre. 


_— from the Church; ern tothe Church 
-His dove to'the Chutch and | Service - of 
God 4 will farther appear 'in his conflant'and com- 
monly early coming to i ,andin the-reverence and 
devotion expreſtby him there; when-ever he came 
mto/it, he fellupon' his Knees ; [and amide a hb 
prayer afterwards he joynied-with the Congre 
tion inthe Publick, conformitig himſe1f alalongeo 
the Service and Ceremonies of the Church of Zxe- 
land he was a conftant Gueſt at the Lords Table 
to which he bareſfuch a:reverence , that during his 
ſtay in the'Church;'heſekom or never turned; his 
back towards it , "bur according to the praQtice of 
Antiquity worſhipped looking towards the Eaſt and 
the Altar. As for his private Worſhip, without 
queſtion it was dayly ad devout: Beſides the'Com- 

' mon-prayer in his Family , he uſed private in As 
Cloſet. And gr yp of the Hol Scripture, it 
was his daily delight and praftice ;- he read 'three 
Chapters every day, and the whole Bible every 
Year 3 this <onrſe' he began at Eighteen years of 
Ape, arid continued-till' his death , when he was a- 
os Ma -fothat computing the time ,'"#t 


'£ will 
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will be found he read the Bible over-nine' and 
twenty times; he began to remrember his Creator int 
the dayes of his youth , even then he devoted himſelf 
to his Service, and his Firſt-Fruits being holy , it 
was a token that his whole life would be Holy, and 
ſo it was, for as he began it holily,.ſo he endedit 
hotily. In the beginning of his laſt ſickneſs he grew 
apprehenſive that his end was nigh, and ſo began 
to put things in order againſt the time - He made 
his Will ,-and ſettled his worldly affairs; nor was 
he unmindful of the concerns of his Soul,for beſides 
his own Prayers, he deſired thoſe of the Congrega- 
tion. He ſent for me, and deſired me to give him 
the Sacrament, which I did the morning before he 
Died, and he received it with an hearty-Devotion, 
fying unto me when gave him the Cyp, O here is 
the beſt Cordial. He confeſſed his Faith before me, 
| and his fin before God , and he defjited Gods par- 
don, and the Churches abſblution ,- both which 1 
truſt he had. After this his Sickneſs increaſed, Na- 
ture decayed, and he dyed of a Feaver, a fiery Di- 
ſeaſe, which we hope proved tohim like Elia's fiery 
Chariot that conveyed him up to Heaven. To which 
place of Reſt and Bliſs God bring us all for the Sake 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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